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1. By 12 Kay 1953 the coke supply situation for plants of the Last German 
mining and smelting industry had become so cri tical that btate Secretary' 
for Mining and Smelting Richard Goschuetz turned to Deputy Minister- 
President Heinrich Ilau with an urgent plea to intervene with Last German 
procurement agencies to obtain coke supplies for the Ministry. The follow- 
inf table shows just how seiaous une siuutation has becoiim?. 

Metallurgical Coke on Hand 



January 1953 

10 May 1953 

F.isenhuettenkombinat 

J.V\ Stalin, Stalins tad t 
(f uerstenberg/ Oder 

1L,208 metric tons 

2,826 metric tons 

Maxhuette, Unterwellenbom 

23,188 « " 

2,5H " " 

Mansfeld Kombinat 

Vilhelm PiecK 

li,865 " " 

2,81(3 " " 


2 * Thus* as of 12 May 1953, the hisenhuettenkombinat had only enough coke 
for one day 8 s operation, Maxhuette enough for two days, and Mansfeld 
sufficient supplies for three' days* Imports cannot satisfy the needs 
of the nlants, and continuance of the practice of drawing on the 
stocks on hand to meet daily production needs can only lead to a 
disastrous situation. Goschueta therefore recommended that several 
furnaces at the Eisenhuettenkomhinat and Mansfeld cease operations. 

He pointed out that on 11 May Maxhuette received I 9 I 4.8 metric tons of 
metallurgical coke, whereas its daily needs amount to about 1,000 
metric tons* On 1 June, when fur nance IV at Maxhuette is ready to be 
put back into operation, about 1,300 metric tons of coke will be needed 
per day. The supply situation at Mansfeld is no better than that at 
the Else nhuettenkombi nat s on 11 May^ Mansi eld recei^d lt07 metric tons 
of coke 5 daily reeds at Mansfeld, however, amount to 950 to 1,000 metric 
tons o 
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The follow! ng are the probable conse quences of the present coke 
slior tapes: 

a q Insuffl dent amounts of st^el pip will be delivered to Last German 
steel mills, and ? ss a result ^there will be a decrease in production 
of rolled products of all types * 

b* It will be impossible to supply foundries with the needed amounts of 
foundry pig iron and, especially, of hematite 


Co Lhen the ?%asfeld Kombinat- is partially closed down, the wans f eld 
power plant will be able to operate only at partial capacity, be* 
cause blast furnace gas from the low shaft furnaces will be in 
short supply* As a result^ insufficient electricity will be 
generated for the entire Kombinat, and, after one or two days, 
copper ore mining will have to be stopped because it will be im- 
possible to store the large amounts of ore mined® 


do The smelting plant cement factory at Stalinstadt will also have 
to close down because of the shortage of blast furnace gas® 
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